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Mark Dion, The Life of a Dead Tree, installation view. Courtesy of the artist and Tanya Bonakdar 
Gallery New York / Los Angeles. Photograph: Tom Arban Photography Inc.
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Hello friends of MOCA,

Culture is the bedrock of Canada. Art has a massive impact on who 
we are. Art opens eyes and enriches the soul. The ability of an artist 
to experience the same world we are all living in, and reflect it back to 
us in a way we never considered, expected, or even thought possible 
is so incredibly powerful. 

As a platform for contemporary art, MOCA plays a critical role in 
Canada’s cultural ecosystem to bring fresh ideas, perspectives, 
and experiences to you. In 2019, our first full year of operation since 
reopening in the Tower Automotive Building on Sterling Road, 
MOCA welcomed 130,000 visitors through our doors; presented 13 
major exhibitions; organized 85 public programmes; and provided 
education activities and tours for 2,000 students.

In 2019 the programming embodied the expansion of MOCA’s 
ambition in our new facility. We were able to show you the range of 
programming that MOCA is now capable of presenting due to our 
expanded space. Our programmes sparked dialogue and debate 
about many important challenges and opportunities the world is 
facing. We are fortunate to be presenting these ideas in Canada, 
where these discussions are not only permitted, but encouraged. 

Throughout the year we presented strong exhibitions and public 
programmes sharing ideas about how we relate to nature, each 
other, and ourselves. The artists involved were from diverse 
backgrounds; each with fascinating personal and professional 
stories. Mark Dion’s  ����������� �������� complete with an actual 
dead tree to underscore the critical conversations about both global 
trade and invasive species while also highlighting the intersection 
of art and science; Hans Ulrich Obrist, Shumon Basar, and Douglas 
Coupland’s thought-provoking exploration of the extreme self in ����
������; and Chantal Akerman’s acclaimed films � �� ������������
� ����� are but three highlights of an exciting calendar.

Reflecting upon the year that MOCA had in 2019 fills me with 
pride. Everyone at MOCA is  grateful to the entire community who 
made this possible. I would like to extend my deep gratitude for 
the tremendous support of our donors, the commitment of our 
members, the hard work of our sta! team and Board of Directors, the 
creativity of the artists and curators we had the pleasure to work with, 
and of course for all of our visitors. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Photo by Ben Rahn/A-Frame.

A Message from 
Brad Keast, Board Chair

Brad Keast
Board Chair
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We opened 2019, MOCA’s first full year of programming, 
with two strong exhibition statements by women artists: 
Basma Al Sharif and seminal filmmaker Chantal Akerman. 
The artists share many concerns – geopolitical definitions, 
the collapsing of histories and how we form individual versus 
collective memory. Alsharif’s exhibition was organized 
through a partnership with Mophradat, a foundation 
supporting artists from the Arab World, and Akerman’s was 
conceived with curator Andréa Picard as an extension of 
her work on an Akerman retrospective for TIFF. Lisa Steele 
worked with the team to programme a series of well-
attended, local performative responses by female voices 
such as Moyra Davey and Anique Jordan. 

This focus on community and partnerships continued as we 
worked on a major commission with renowned New York-
based artist Mark Dion to explore the devastation of North 
American tree populations in particular the Ash. At MOCA 
Dion exhibited a fully-grown deceased ash laid out in a 
chilling composition and we collaborated with the ROM and 
the Faculty of Forestry at the University of Toronto to create 
a range of workshops and discussions. We stepped out of 
the museum with a series of walks, while a student scientist 
was on hand in the gallery to share their research with those 
visiting the exhibition. 

MOCA’s interest in artists who engage with urgent issues 
such as climate change and societal health, through 
interdisciplinary practices, fed into many of our 2019 
engagements, including a series of projects under the title 
Art in Use. These ranged from a Light Therapy room by 
Apolonija Šušteršič, a commission by local artist Ange Loft 

Letter from November Paynter

Installation by Farah Al Qasimi (background), Age of You, MOCA Toronto. Photo by Tom Arban Photography Inc.

that explored habitual holding patterns and over-exertions 
in the name and image of power, to an Honest Shop that 
presented hundreds of artists’ works made locally by hand.

In the fall we continued to support new production with a 
commission by Shezad Dawood organized in collaboration 
with the Toronto Biennial of Art and Fogo Island Arts. On the 
museum’s two main floors, we shifted attention to another 
urgent phenomena – that of our reliance on digital platforms 
in the project Age of You. Curated by Shumon Basar, 
Douglas Coupland and Hans Ulrich Obrist, this exhibition of 
more than 70 visual contributors, also expanded notions of 
contemporary art by sourcing from the worlds of art, design, 
filmmaking, photography, performance and electronic 
music. Age of You was commissioned and produced by 
MOCA and will go on to be presented at the Jameel Art 
Centre in Dubai in 2021.

MOCA is attentive to what is happening around us right 
now and many of the artists we work with respond with very 
immediate ideas and propositions. This shared enthusiasm 
has created a special ecology for the museum and the 
unique spaces and community that we inhabit. We thank 
everyone who worked with us and supported the incredible 
arc of conversations, partnerships and new productions 
that energized MOCA throughout 2019 and that will go on to 
provide momentum for the years ahead.

November Paynter
Artistic Director
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A
rt for 

O
ur Sake

MOCA is motivated by our belief 
that museums can be culturally 
and socially useful. We promote 
exceptional artistic thinking and 
provide a community space for 
discourse and creativity. 

Working across all contemporary art 
forms, we empower the local Toronto 
art scene, while contributing to the 
international. MOCA is an accessible, 
welcoming hub rooted and engaged 
in a culturally rich neighbourhood; it is 
here, through art, that you can feel the 
specialness of this invigorating and 
hyperdiverse city.

MOCA Mission
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Basma Alsharif
Basma Alsharif’s exhibition at MOCA intertwined four major works, 
each one presented as a staged setting. 

Chantal Akerman
In the Mirror (2007) and NOW (2015) spoke to the issues that 
Akerman has explored throughout her career: trauma, gender, 
belonging and identity.

The Life of a Dead Tree
Mark Dion
Mark Dion brought a massive, fully grown, deceased tree, along with 
its inhabitants, to MOCA. Visitors observed and participated in a 
kind-of autopsy of the tree that unfolded over the exhibition period.

Chantal Akerman, In the Mirror, 2007. Photo by Tom Arban Photography Inc.

Apolonija Šušteršič, Light Therapy, 2018.

The Year in Review

2019 Exhibitions 

Basma Alsharif,  Installation View at MOCA Toronto, 2019.
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Age of You
Age of You was a timely exhibition about how the self has become 
more extreme, and what it means to be an individual today. It was 
curated by Shumon Basar, Douglas Coupland and Hans Ulrich 
Obrist. 

Leviathan
Shezad Dawood
MOCA presented elements from Shezad Dawood’s Leviathan, an 
ambitious ten-part film cycle launched in Venice in 2017.

kiya iitako (be you)
Joi T. Arcand
kiya itako (be you) by Joi T. Arcand consisted of two Nēhiyawēwin 
(Plains Cree) phrases written in syllabics set atop imagery of a prairie 
sky and a photo of the artist as a child.

DEMOS – A Reconstruction 
Andreas Angelidakis
DEMOS – A Reconstruction was an installation of 74 foam modules 
that visitors of all ages could move and rearrange.

Sophia-Al Maria, Mirror Cookie, 2018; Age of You, MOCA Toronto. 
Photo by Tom Arban Photography Inc.

The Year in Review

2019 Exhibitions 
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Light Therapy
Apolonija Šušteršič
Light Therapy was originally produced for the Moderna Museet in 
Sweden in 1999 to explore how contemporary museums function as 
a public space, and as a social or healing device.

Resolution (Mass of Clarity)
PA System Art Collective 
Visitors sculpted clay representations of a need, desire, dream, 
or goal to make your intention tangible. This exercise drew upon 
strategies of visualization, and is similar to sympathetic magic, 
wherein symbolic representations –like a vision board –are used to 
influence real life.

A foreign source of extraordinary power
Ange Loft
In  the third project in the �������� �� series, Loft’s sculptures were 
physical references that invited us to think about our habitual holding 
patterns and over-exertions in the name and image of power.

Honest Shop
The Honest Shop was a self-service store that showcases and sells 
products handmade by people in the Junction area, the Honest 
Shop relied on a system of trust and generosity, where customers 
recorded their purchases and left cash in an ‘honesty box’ for 
collection.

Honest Shop at MOCA Toronto, 2019. Photo by Gabriel Li.

The Year in Review

Art in Use
Art in Use is an on-going programme that explores 
how art and museums can be useful in today’s 
communities. New commissions and public events 
ask: can art motivate social, political and cultural 
change? What meaningful role does art play in our 
lives? How can we use it as a tool?
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Projects
LUCID
Powered by an artificial intelligence system, this “dream-like” 
experience, �� � ��  let you co-create your environment through the 
unique behaviour of your brainwaves at the museum.  

Biidaaban: First Light
Lisa Jackson with Mathew Borrett, Jam3 and the National Film 
Board of Canada
Biidaaban: First Light was an interactive virtual reality experience 
that allowed users to move through familiar spaces overgrown 
by vegetation while being immersed in the original languages of 
Tkaronto.

An Index
Exhibition with Artists from the Akin Studio Program
MOCA invited curators Marsya Maharani and Marjan Verstappen, 
associated with the Younger than Beyoncé Gallery, to work with 
the first cohort of residency artists who entered Akin’s Studio 
Programme.

BMO 1st Art! 2019
Celebrating Canada’s New Artists
The thirteen artists featured were recent graduates of 
postsecondary art programmes from every province and 
territory who have been honoured for their talent and exceptional 
accomplishments.

An Index, Installation View at MOCA Toronto, 2019. 
Photo by Marsya Maharani.

The Year in Review

Partnerships
Summary
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Events
Sterling Weekend
Sterling Weekend featured two full days of free, interactive programs 
open to visitors of all ages. Coinciding with Doors Open, MOCA’s 
Sterling Weekend activities took inspiration from Mark Dion’s 
exhibition, The Life of a Dead Tree and the 100th anniversary of the 
Tower Automotive Building. 

A series of film screenings, workshops, and lively conversations 
delved into the unique history of the building, and investigated the 
concrete architecture and parklands that make up our city.

TD Community Sundays  
Visitors were able to enjoy free admission to the museum on the last 
Sunday of each month from 10am to 2pm. TD Community Sundays 
include guided tours of the exhibitions on view.

TD Community Sundays were made possible by TD Bank Group 
through its corporate citizenship platform, The Ready Commitment.

Nuit Blanche 
It All Makes Sense by Stephanie Comilang
It All Makes Sense recreated a memory of the first time Comilang 
saw Perfumed Nightmare by Kidlat Tahimik — a figure who, like 
Comilang’s father, comes from Baguio, a mountain city and old 
American airbase in the Philippines. This teen moment in a basement 
changed Comilang’s perspective on life.Paper Park Activity by Sean Martindale. Sterling Weekend, 2019. 

Photo by Gabriel Li.

The Year in Review

Community  
Engagement
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Public Programmes
Coinciding with our exhibitions, accessible public programmes were 
available to visitors of all ages. Our events drew people in from many 
disciplines: science, technology, nature and more.

Highlights:
—Female Voices: Talk series with Anique Jordan, Serena Lee, Moyra 
Davey, Allyson Mitchell and Deirdre Logue ,curated by acclaimed 
filmmaker Lisa Steele.
— Dead Tree Walks: Sold out series of o!site nature walks in tandem 
with Mark Dion’s Life of a Dead Tree
—Digital Justice Labs: Tech workshops alongside our Age of You 
exhibition
—Trevor Paglen Talk: 250 attendees join us for our largest talk, held 
o!site at Ryerson University, formed by a new  partnership with 
Canadian Art and Ryerson University, School of Image Arts.
—Victoria Sin Performance:  Sold-out premiere of the If I had the 
words to tell you we wouldn’t be here now in Canada and Sin’s first 
performance in Canada.

Tours & Schools
Launched in September 2019, our new tour and education 
programmes included guided tours and studio visits. We had 74 tours 
(1,117 people on guided tours) and 48 school groups (1,515 students).

Sterling Weekend, 2019. Photo by Gabriel Li.

The Year in Review

Public Programmes & 
Learning

New Public Programmes Partnerships:
—Canadian Art 
—Ryerson University, School of Image Arts 
—Digital Justice Lab
—Aboriginal Curatorial Collective
—McLuhan Centre for Culture and Technology
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2019 by the Numbers

17
Member
Events

16
Commuity
Events

109
Volunteers

1,842
Hours

74
Tours



12

Statement of Operations
Statement of Operations 
 
Year ended December 31, 2019, with comparative information for 2018 
 
 2018 
 
Revenue: 

Donations and sponsorship $ 2,678,449 $ 2,333,747 
Amortization of deferred capital contributions (note 8) 692,766
Grants (note 11) 448,801 567,146 
Facility rental 337,593 45,191 
Merchandise and ticket sales 222,565 107,205 
Membership 91,232 42,674 
Interest and other 14,285 33,574 
  4,485,691 3,289,891 

 
Expenses:  

Salaries and benefits (note 12) 1,708,280 1,808,803 
Amortization 775,743 
Professional fees 501,757
Programming 442,446 348,519 
Facility, operating and rental (note 10) 311,404
Artistic and production fees 233,586 72,729 
Marketing and communication 162,712
Fundraising 70,022 65,534 
Administration 132,716
Other – 16,893 
  4,338,666 3,704,750 

 
Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses $ 147,025  
 

160,354 

154,194
278,211 

347,073 

384,209 

228,585 

$ (414,859)

2019 

See accompanying notes to financial statements in the appendix.

November Paynter
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Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2019, with comparative information for 2018 

2019 2018 

Assets 

Current assets: 
Cash and cash equivalents $         971,646              $        3,226,173 
Accounts receivable  106,579           172,544 
Prepaid expenses 84,249  53,215 

1,162,474          3,451,932 

Long-term investments (note 3) 42,055 40,302 

Capital assets (note 4) 14,017,180         13,375,648 

$   15,221,709        $    16,867,882 

Liabilities and Net Assets 

Current liabilities: 
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities (note 5) $          249,149        $  404,764 
Deferred revenue (note 6) 222,458    208,806 
Deferred grants (note 7) 49,467 69,282 
Deferred rent 127,508   351,248 
Loan payable (note 9) – 60,000
Other payable (note 13) –  2,148,000
Current portion of loan payable to developer (note 13) –  295,333

648,582    3,537,433 

Long-term liabilities: 
Deferred capital contributions (note 8) 14,252,198   7,249,878 
Loan payable to developer (note 13) –    5,906,667

14,252,198   13,156,545 

Total liabilities 14,900,780   16,693,978 

Net assets: 
Unrestricted 320,929     173,904 

Commitments (note 14) 
Subsequent events (notes 13 and 16) 

$   15,221,709   $  16,867,882 

See accompanying notes to financial statements in the appendix. 

November Paynter

November Paynter
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Your support has been 
transformational in helping us 
open the museum and reach 
our goals. Your contribution 
is critical to sustaining the 
museum’s operations, 
programmes, and exhibitions.

Winter Opening Member Preview, 2019. 
Photo by Costabile Carpinelli.

Donors

$3,000,000 +
The Price Family

$1,000,000 +
BMO Financial Group
Castlepoint Greybrook Sterling Inc.
The Jack Weinbaum Family Foundation
Lindy Green Family Charitable Foundation
Ouellette Family Foundation

$500,000 +
Alfredo and Moira Romano
The Karen Green Charitable Trust
Anonymous

$250,000 +
Salah Bachir and Jacob Yerex
TD Bank Group
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$100,000 +
Barry and Susanne Cooper
Bill and Robin Downe
Hal Jackman Foundation
The Elizabeth and Tony Comper Foundation
Poile Family Foundation
Scotiabank
Susie and Vahan Kololian
Tiana Ko&er Boyman and Marc Boyman
The Schulich Foundation
The Tripp/Smith Family Foundation
Torys LLP
Anonymous

$50,000 +
Cheryl Atkinson and Donald Schmitt
Don and Marjorie Lenz
Geraldine Thornton and Stephen Moore in memory of
 Hugh R. Thornton
PwC Canada

$25,000 +
Brad Keast and Kim Le
Fela Grunwald
In honour of Fela Grunwald
Heather D. Ross
Jay Smith and Laura Rapp
In memory of Jean Kalvin
Osler, Hoskin & Harcourt LLP
Rahna Moreau
Steven M. Wilson and Michael Simmonds

$10,000 +
Brenda Simpson and Len Goodman
Partners in Art
Elan Pratzer, Malka Lewittes & Family
J.P. Bickell Foundation
Steven and Lynda Latner

$2,501-$9,999
CIBC
Dale Lawr
The Japan Foundation, Toronto
Joanne Tod
Scott Family Fund at Toronto Foundation
Shangri-La Hotel, Toronto
Anonymous

Donors - Continued
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MOCA Toronto is grateful to the following individuals and members 
for their meaningful annual contributions in support of our vision 

Immerse Members $550-$2,500
Alice Adelkind
Diana Billes
Westhaver Boutique Residences
Staunton Bowen
Jessica Bradley
John Burzynski
Debra and Barry Campbell
Belinda Chun
Simon Clements
Fern Daiter
Eileen Farrow
Peter Goring and Suzann Greenway
Karen Green
Brooke Hunter and Andrew Spence

Richard Ivey
Nina Josefowitz
Barry Joslin
Robert Kananaj
Brad Keast
Elske and Jim Kofman
Dale Lawr
Marc Mayer
The Michael Young Family Foundation
Sarah Paul and Ray McAuli!e
Stuart Payne
Maria Smith and Eric Tripp
Linda Young and Franco Greco

Photo by Gabriel Li.
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Roya Akbari
Angella Alexander
Allyson Amster
K Andersen
Jamie Angell
Christina Bagatavicius
Marsh Birchard
Therese Bolliger
Iuliana Calin and Alex Bettencourt
Matthew Campbell
Naomi Cechetto
Rachna Chari
cynthia colby
William Craddock
Luma Darwish
Jason Dressler
Soul Emam
Andrew Faiz
Susan Friedman and Omar Salas
Mimi Fullerton
Yana Gagne
Paul Gagnon
Lisa Ghione

LoriAnn Girvan
David Goldstein
Anastasia Hare
Paula Hughes
Brigitta Ivanyi-Bitter
Popsy and Bob Johnstone
Carol Jones
Cynthia Koller
Marc Lafleur
Alan Lewis
Justin Ling
David Liss
Gordon Lok
Flavio Marcocchio
Caitlin McCullough
Mary Messih
Charlotte Mickie
Jasmine Mujkanovic
Mary and Ian Niven
Ashton Osmak
Carlo Parente
Anjli Patel
Krista Pawley

Roman Pedzinski
Philip Playfair
Angela Plohman
Jason Rehel
Sasha Rice
Michael Rothfeld
Leslie Santos
Sarena Seifer
Brian Sheehan
Ivor Simmons
Ilene Sova/Armstrong
Tracy Stockley
Imre Szeman
Bridget Thiessen
Tracy Thomson
Veronique Tomaszewski
Campbell Travis
Mark Valdmanis
Athanasios Venetis
Hema Vyas
David Weitzner
Queenie Wong

Engage Members $300- $549

Mark Dion, The Life of a Dead Tree (Installation View), 2019. 
Photo by Constabile Carpinelli.
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About MOCA

Board of Directors

Sta! 

O$cers
Brad Keast , Chair
Julia Ouellette, Chair Emeritus
Dale Lawr, Treasurer
Board of Directors correct as of December 31, 2019

Leadership
Allie Caldwell, Director Operations and Community Engagement 
Katie Chasowy, Director of Finance & Administration
Mark Hirowatari, Interim CFO
Rosalind Franklin, Senior Director of Development
Rachel Hilton, Managing Director
November Paynter, Artistic Director 
Heidi Reitmaier, Executive Director & CEO 
(January 2018-January 2019) 

Administration
Rui Mateus Amaral, Adjunct Curator
Alexandra Brickman, Learning Co-ordinator
Eunice Choi, Graphic Designer
Georgia Cowan, Community and Facilities Manager
Maxwell Galley, Preparator
Katie Heindl, Events and Partnerships Manager
Lindsay Hogan , Preparator
Uros Jelic, Head Technician
Masaki Kondo, O'ce Co-ordinator
Fiona Kovacaj, Development Assistant
Danielle Lim, Marketing Manager
David Liss, Adjunct Curator
Sabrina Maltese, Curator, Public Programmes and Learning
Melina Sabeti-Mehr, TD Assistant Curatorial Fellow
Natasha Minaeva, Finance Operations O'cer
Lucy Westell, Development Associate
Avia Wiseman, Production and Programming Assistant
Mariam Zaidi, Membership O'cer

Directors
Randy Gladman
Fela Grunwald
Neill Kalvin
Aaron Leibtag
Gave Lindo

Samir Murji
Nada Ristich
Alfredo Romano
Joanne Tod
Carol Weinbaum

Visitor Exprience Leads
Vanessa Lameche 
Jordaan Mason 
Harshita Singh
Chantal Tam

Visitor Exprience Guides
Sami Alwani 
Janine Arellano 
Avril Bateman 
Maria De Queiroga Cavalcanti 
Jacqueline Hampshire 
Terrell Higgins 
Masaki Kondo
Kelly Manikoth
Melina Mehr
Nazli Nahidi
Kesang Nanglu
Jack Pocaluyko
Frederick Rivas
Averill Smith 
Nicole Turrer
Santiago Vanegas
Leah Vujovic
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Volunteers
MOCA volunteers contribute their time, skills, and labour as well as their dedication and passion. We thank each and every 
volunteer for their contribution to our first successful launch year. Their hard work and e!ort is greatly appreciated by the sta!, 
Board and every visitor at the Museum.

Anisah Ali
Gayane Aprtyan
Jessica Araujo
Jordan Arnold
Ma Beatriz Astudillo
Zoe Barclay-Wright
Vannessa Barnier
Irwin Barrer
Sydney Bateman
Claire Boue
Sarah Brown
Helen Burford
Tenzin Butsang
Marianne Carman
Stephen Carriere
Tim Clair
Helen Cordiero
Adit Daga
Martha Davis
Esworth Dennie
Jennifer DiMaria
Diana DiNatale
Muskoka Dittmar McCallum
meighan du'n
Billie Gene Dufresne
Angela Ferguson
Peter Giglio
Jamie Glasspool
Prapti Gosain
Gerardo Gutierrez
Meghan Harder
Wasela Hiyate
Lisa Huang
Oghenero Ibi
Sandra Iskander
Esther Jiron
Anne-Sophie Josse

Brenda Kandiyoti
Lea Kassab
Paula Kaston
avleen kaur
Sepideh Khalili
ana khundadze
Gowan Kim
ava lapena
Magdalen Lau
Adam Lawrence
Jennifer Leonard
Denise Levinter
Dale Lew
Megan Lynch
Terri MacDonnell
Elina Mansurova
Nancy Marini
Lara Marques Britto
Michael Martire
Victoria McCaldon
Monita Mohan
Ronita Mohan
Kortney Morrow
Salome Mukbaniani
Ethel Nanes
Paul Nesbitt
Cathy Nguyen
Samantha Nichols
Demetra Nikolakakis
Isis-Maya Nissman
Valentyna Onisko
Nataliya Patriki
Maryam Pazooki
Emma Pearce
Jennifer Pitts
Karina Pomogajev

Samantha Purvis-Johnston
Teresa Reeves
Rebekah Reuben
Raymundo Reyes
Alejandro Rizzo Nervo
Sydney Rodrigues
Cristina Rodriguez
Catherine Rowlands
Kristine Sansano
Jean-Francois Sauger
Freya Selander
Tracey Silcox
Dana Snow
Maggie So
Aitak Sorahitalab
Teghan Stadnyk
Patrick Staheli
Lisa Stanley
Harper Stewart
Nicole Stoddart
Andrea Tavchar
Test Testtest
Gwyneth Thompson
Ann Tiniacoudis
Venus Tsang
Kale Vandenbroek
Naushin Vasta
Alex Velderman
Andrea Vlahovich
Connar Walik
Xuedan Wei
Brittany Wilson-Lall
Sophie Wong
Eileen Wu
Olivia Zaporzan
Morgan Zhuo

Photo by Gabriel Li.
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Charitable Registration 
No. 87891 4118 RR0001 
158 Sterling Rd. Toronto 

moca.ca Installation view: Agnieszka Kurant, A.A.I., 2014-17 (foreground); Age of You, 
MOCA Toronto.  Photo by Tom Arban Photography Inc.


